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Language learning is

cumulative.
(Flynn et al., 2004; Berkes & Flynn, 2012)



Grammatical
gender
acquisition in
sequential
trilinguals

Megan Brown

Background
L3 Field
Previous Work
Current Project

Methods

Participants
Procedure

Results
Summary

Works Cited

The L1 Transfer Proposal




Grammatical
gender
acquisition in
sequential
trilinguals

Megan Brown

Background

L3 Field
Previous Work
Current Project

Methods
Participants
Procedure

Results
Summary

Works Cited

The L1 Transfer Proposal

L1 grammar serves the initial
state for new languages.




Grammatical
gender
acquisition in
sequential
trilinguals

Megan Brown

Background

L3 Field
Previous Work
Current Project

Methods
Participants
Procedure

Results
Summary

Works Cited

The L1 Transfer Proposal

L1 grammar serves the initial
state for new languages.

Transfer can be facilitative or
non-facilitative. (Hermas,2010)
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The L2 Status Factor Model

The L2 grammar serves as
the initial state for L3.

Transfer can be facili-
tative or non-facilitative

(Bardel & Falk, 2007 et. seq)
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The Typological Primacy Model

One language is selected based

on similarities in: !

1. Lexicon

2. Phonological /Phonetic Cues OR
3. Functional Morphology

4. Syntactic Structure

(Rothman, 2010 et. seq) @
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L2ers without gender in their L1 are able to develop a
gender system
(White et al., 2004; Sagarra and Herschensohn, 2010)

How do L1 vs L2 gender systems transfer to L37?
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Predictions of L3 Models

Will L3 learners transfer their Spanish grammatical gender
knowledge to L3 German?

L1 English L1 Spanish

L2 Spanish = L2 English
Cumulative
Enhancement Yes Yes
Model
L1 Transfer No Yes
L2 Status
Factor Model e N
Typological
Primacy Model No No
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L3 German was being learned as a foreign language

Intermediate or higher L2 proficiency
(LexTALE vocabulary test, Lemhdfer & Broersma, 2012; lzura et al., 2014)

Online survey-style task
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Potential support for L2 Status Factor Model
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BUT, these were not necessarily initial state learners
Puig-Mayenco et. al (2018)

Current follow-up work
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