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Hermas (2010)

L1 grammar serves the
initial state for all new
languages.

TLA is the same process
as SLA

Transfer can be facilitative
or non-facilitative.
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L2 and L3 are
neurologically more similar

Exclusive L2 Transfer

Transfer can be facilitative
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Both languages can
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Facilitative features will
transfer

TLA is cumulative: the
grammar transfers and
develops features over time
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Westergaard et al., (2017)

Similar to CEM, except...

Facilitative and
non-facilitative features
will transfer.

Typology influences
transfer.
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Scalpel Model
Slabakova, (2017)

Similar to CEM and LPM,
except...

Cognitive and
experiential factors can
also influence transfer.
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Factors in L3 Initial Transfer

Naive vs. non-native status/Age of acquisition/Order of
acquisition.

Linguistic similarity between languages.
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Grammatical Gender

Der Mann Die Frau Das Mädchen

The man
Masculine

The woman
Feminine

The girl
Neuter

L1 gender can transfer to L2 (Franceschina, 2005)

Even between typologically different languages

(Sabourin, 2001)

L2ers without gender in their L1 are able to develop a
gender system

(White et al., 2004; Sagarra and Herschensohn, 2010)

How do L1 vs L2 gender systems transfer to L3?
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Partial Transfer Models Yes Yes
L1 Transfer No Yes
L2 Status Yes No
Typological Primacy No No
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L3 German was being learned as a foreign language

Intermediate or higher L2 proficiency

Language Background Number of Participants
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L1 English L2 German 11
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grammatical questions

(Partial Transfer Models)
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Phonological Permeability Hypothesis
(PPH: Cabrelli Amaro and Rothman, 2010)

Phonological systems developed in childhood vs.
adulthood are fundamentally different

Systems developed in childhood are more stable

rCLI from an L3 is more likely to impact the L2 than
the L1
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Typological Similarity in Trilnigual
rCLI

The overall similarity between a speakers languages has been
found to significantly impact bilingual rCLI

Schmid and Köpke (2017)

as well as trilingual pCLI

Rothman (2010 et seq), Westergaard et al., (2017)
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Does typological similarity play a role in rCLI
from L3 to L1/L2?

This project examines this in regards to speech rhythm.
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Speech Rhythm

Rhythm is the sense of movement in speech

Syllable-timed (Spanish, French)
Stress-timed (English, German)
Mora-timed (Japanese)

Adult learners are unlikely to develop an L2 rhythmic
system that is comparable to that of a native speaker,
BUT...

They are able to develop an L2 rhythmic system which is
distinct from the L1
(Guilbault, 2002; Ordin & Polyanskaya, 2015)
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Procedure

For each language (English, German, and Spanish)...

Recorded reading task

Written LexTALE Vocabulary Task (Lemhöfer and

Broersma, 2012; Izura, Cuetos, and Brysbaert, 2014)

Picture description task
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Participants

Language Background Number of Participants

L1 English L2 German L3 Spanish 4

L1 German L2 English L3 Spanish 2

L1 English L2 German 4

L1 German L2 English 3
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Early trends suggest that L1 is more susceptible to rCLI
than L2 in English possibly also German.
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